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| communion. 


Or THE 


Church of England 


IN A 


PRIVATE LETTER 


ö - THOUGHT 


Very fit and ſeaſonable to be made bnd. 


— 


un. 


To the ROMANS. 


Cap. XI. v. 20. 22. I 
Be not high minded, but fear: Otherwiſe, Thee alſo foalt be cut of: 


Apoe: II. 5. . | 
Remember therefore from whence thos. art uus. 4 repent,. and” 


do 42 frſt . 


— 
— 


LONDON 1 
Printed for R. ¶Claueil at the Peacock in St. Paula Chureb-yard, 79-2 4 


: 2 1 
- «5. 
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7. © the eres and 2 2 . 


SIR, 
Tace I bad the honour and ſatisfation of ſecing 


your Papers, I bave blamed your delay in the 
. publication tbem; efpecially being deſigned to 
recall a Romiſh Proſelyte that was gone from 
the Communion of our Church, they might (in this un- 
happy. and diftrafled FunAlure)bave ſeaſonably help'd ta- 
wards the recovery of others, whoſe temporal as well as 
eternal Interefis make them as eager and deſirous of ſa- 
tifaflion, I know that Madeſiy is a vertue, and Cau- 
tion a very commendable thing : but Charity and Love 
to the Souls of men is much more ſo, Jou have lived to 
fee the Church forlorn and deſolate, perſecuted and ſeem- 
ingly forſaken ; and afier a little reſpite and the hopes of 
ſettlement, to be again tbreatned and menac'd with a 
final overthrow. Down with it, down with it even to 37 
the ground, cry our Modern Edomites. And when the 
Church did need the Aids of thoſe who loved ber,we know 
ſhe found your Zeal, and Reſolution and Courage in ber 
fernice: And that now you ſhould flag when you are ſo well 
arm'd and prepar'd for Combat. yr be backward when ber 
Auverſaries are pecking at the very foundations with Axes 
and Hammers, and riving to undermine ber by Artifice 
vr Violence; And you a Champion fo try'd and experienc'd, 
aud and furniſh to tient ler; I cannot n yu 
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why expoſed to the open Air. I think 1 I Have beard. 


Neb. 4.1. that the time has been, when, like Nehemiah's Builders, 


you wrought with one hand in the Churches ſervice, and 
with the other you b. u a weapon for ber defence and ſuc- 
cour. Jou knew the Arguments that wov'd you then; and 
what hinders but they ſhould now prevail? I am, you ſee, 
warm in the Churches cauſe, nor do I believe that you are 
kſs concern d. But if T ſeem to reproach or lament your 
| remiſne(8 in theſe feaſonable Circumſtances to ſend abroad 
your uſeful preparations, let me not be thought rude or un- 
nanner h, becauſe I bereby not only vindicate you from the 
common fault of being forward to print, but likewiſe ſhew 
the high value I have for your Perſon and Papers, aui that 
T telieve them to he ver uſeful for the Publick benefit. 
As to the Gentleman you deſign to reduce, I only know 
him upon this occaſion, and therefore can ſay little of bis 
Learning or Ingenuity, or the Motives that made him de- 
part from us: But if after all your endeavours to convift 
him be flill remains bard and umraclable, and refuſeth 
to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never ſo 
wiſely, he muſt be let alone in the obflinacy of the deaf 
Adder, and to our Prayers to foften bim,when your Argu- 
ments cannot alter him ; but when the World have ſeen 
your Papers, and know that be has dane fo ; They'l flrain 
their Charity to ſuſpeti, that ſometbing. elſe beſides the pre- 
"TY tended 


volt ; and till be can — va > Wd thy be 
apt to think, that the exchange of Opinion was not for 
Faith but Fancy, and that while he dreamed that be left 
wncertainty, it was to be ſecure of nothing. 

But if you ſhould have that Friendly influence upon 
Bim by your pains and endeavours to call bim back, heel 
(by that Charity that is more Catholic than the Religion 
be leaves) be glad, that by bis fall ſo great an advantage 
has been offer d to the world, and that others may be reduc'd 
thereby to the ſober enquiry upon mbat bottom they truſt 
their Salvation, and fee upon what ſſknder and fickle 
grounds theirF aith has been fixed; And what thoſeGrounds 
are, all men will fee when they peruſe your Traflate. Be- 
fides;we have reaſon tothank ſuch men as you for aſſerting 
the Churches cauſe in theſe Controverſies; For who now 
that in moſt freakiſh in folly and Embuſiaſm, bas a front 
to ſay, That the Sons of our Church are warp'4 from what 
i Primitive and truly Orthodox;orF aftors for the Romiſh 
Fnereſt; or wiſh well tothe promoting that Cauſe among fl 
us, Ge Let us hear no more ſuch outcries againſt theChurch 
of England,nor againſt thoſe who are exafl and puntiuat 
in the decent performance of Gods publick Worſhip, and the 
eircumflances of Order and Diſcipline. For the gaudy Su- 
perſlitions of Rome and Italy are more contenmed by ſuch 

men, thun the loofer and more careleſs dreſs of an en 


and 
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Church from ibis whining & unjuſt imputation,in that you 
have not only ſbaben, but everted that fundamental Prin- 
ciple, upon £ fall of which all the ſaperſtructure tun bles, 

As to your Quotations, they are fo proper and peculiarly 
adapted to every period, that you had very great luck to 
happen on the choice of them. And for the Tranſlations which 
Jour Charity ſuffer d to be made of them, for the uſe of. your 
meaner and more unlearned Reader ; the), I perceive were 
done by one whoſe Skill in Grammar did exceed his ſenſe in 
Tbeologie and Divine Controverſies, which may excuſe them 
to the Criticks and men of brisker fancy. However,Tran- 
flating is a very tedious task, and ſo long as they are true 
and Iiteral, they are juſtifiable enough againſi the keeneſt 
and moſi ſnarling Cenſurers, 

I am loth the Meſſenger ſhould ſtay, and therefore onh 
wiſh your Reader may be impartial and conſiderative, un- 
prejudic'd and ſerioua, and that your Papers may convince 
and confirm him, thattbey may bave their defign on the 
Gentleman you'd recall, and advance the interefl of Truth 
and Goodneſs among ft all men;that they may belp to alla 
that bitterneſs, and heal thoſe Animoſtties and wild Conceits 
that trouble the Chriflian Vor ld, and that all that ee them 
may endeavour after the things that make. for FAG 
Which is the Prayer of, Sir, 

Dec. 2, 1678, Tour faithful Servant. 
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8.1 R. 
11 jnge I. bare kn cory non, ede e. 
4 0 better. I | ure, yon ded to treat you a an 


entire Friend, but you wreſt my words to a hatſh 75 
.F frog For Mr. S. he was ſo far from giving 
— partial account, that he did N ſo a 8 lee 
gay, you .had;Jeit our an c 217 ry wer 
ment ſuſpician; (for which we had other grounds) I was the 
freedom to tell you (what would fall under 2 i y. 
prehenſion, Ithat your. .departure would unavoidab 
unto cenfure; Thar Le iw Fee 
genres Talker eee iſco | 
according to your great merits, Herein, 
. 10 Falle e part of ren For my own part, in 


A. 3 imꝑut ing. 


+ Vide 
T. bulæ 
Suffragia- 
les. 


you to 2 fitof che Spl a gave 
anevidence of 1 in.regard you had cl com- 
plain'd of ſuch a fit as hadWiking'd' your Beule Sh ſtifled 
your Pen into a Tong ſilence ; Wire, could never reckon that 


fora fault in you, which [I knew | to be your infelicity and affli- 
dion. Hitherto therefore my carriage was very ignocent. And 
(when l long' d ſo much to hear from you) if I were a little im- 
Weng at the diſappointment, yet a little ingenuity would have 
givegit a better interpretat ion than the wa of ene 
5 and a faſt Friend would have taken it umenr 6 

a fincere affettion, However I muſt lament my — loſs; that 
what you intended for my information was, by — unfortu- 
nate miſadventure, caſt into the common lot of waſte Paper. But 
whatever, the} conception vn POE — Letters miſcarried 
with, thefe-give we an Ja of - And 
to queſtion whether this wete 1 Hes Altiſiimi, a change 
wrought by the right hand of the Moſt High, were, no doubt, in 
your Judgment to make a breach upon Charity and * 
bork;togttſer. {Yerifceing you applaud ' your ſelf (as all ſi 
Proſe * e to do) 8 you have chang Opinlis into F 3 
and Daubtſulnef into Infallibility; give me leave, for once, to 
enquire into the real advantage, you flatter your ſelf to have 
purchaſed by your Separation from us. In order hereto I pray 
refolve we where the Infallibilicy is lodged, which you ſa'muah 
boaſt of; I preſume you will not-ſay, yon have it in your ow . 
boſom ; for that would finell a little too rank of arrogante 3 if 
you fax,” tis lodged in the perſon of the Pope, that is rendred 
very drr e; beczuſe it was not long fince ohelof them 


n he was: nd Theojogue, and _— Hot ſit co 
determine a point of Faith; we may me of the 


' Roman Writers (oboe Schiſm)Here acti end Atheiſm, 


have been faund amongſt them, And this Dodrine is fo falſe and 
ſcandalous that bir 1 oh ma git mo ere AGIs 


chan deflotitiag'of SH ee 
2 aT lb 1 Te dye bogy oſ the 


Clergy, or of Chriſtians in general, That will be of no more 
advantage 
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lemoly Corn by all the. Clergy in the Church of 


following, | 


2. If you lodge i it in Coupcila, thts ee 
to joyn iſſue with you. For thoſe which are : truly fuch, we have 
the greater venecation for. Abd] will give you oe . | 
in matter of Faub, that ſhall make it evident beyond co 
diction , (far matter of Juriſdidion ee | ca 
Third general Council held at Epheſus, Decrevit Santa rs 
% dav nes licere cuiguam aliam fidens afferre, wi 2 vel com Geners 
« penere prater cam, . Santis Fatribur Congregatiq 
«in Sante: Spirita defpnize off—-&c. The Holy $y Synod hath de 
«creed, .That it ſhall not be lawful for any one to bring in or Cees 
6 alledge, 10 write or compoſe any other Faith beſides that Ser 5 
&© which is defined by the 7 Farhers aembieg at Nice, with recon 


utlie (aſſiſtancę of be), This Canon, Which the a 
Church of Englend obſerved i e, the Church of Nene 
doth egregiouſſy prevaricate ;. witneſs the Faith cempoſed, after 


the Council of Tress, by Pope Pias the Fourth, which is ſo- 
Rowe ar this 
day. "If you ſay, this was.not another Faith, nor any addition 
cothe Ancient Creed, but only, en e of it, the: very 
letter of that Symbol will evidee the contrary and to.uſe your 
own expreſſion, that defence dwindles into more Evaſion. Let 
the F the wat ter of Fati abd the Obſeryations 


DICH a. 


The Co fone E Faith, by Pope Pius, — — 0 
rent ſet foriß· 1564. 
1 AJ. . do ſtedſaſt ly believe and profeſs, : all aud 
* che Contents of ther. Symbol of Falth which the boly l 
( urch uſeth; That is to ſay, . 
1 believe i» owe Gol the Father Almighty, — FF 
WR ui all things viſble and invijible, and 


„ 
% 3 
VIS Sk OI 


% enth. 


: 


5 1563, Pope adds theſe 
| wherein I do ftedfaftly 
ich Le. Traditions, with 
Enter, Car- the ſame Church. 


3 IN 


a moſt 
of them 


i ly ſo called, inflituted by Jafus Chrift 
[ rg our Lord, and neceſſary to he Nee of ald, Ly all 
Fun. cbcil. them be not bete ſſery for every man; That # to ſay, Baptiſm,Con- 

_ 7. fu ma ion, #he Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and 

Felt. Fal Matrimony : and that they do confer Grace; and amongſt theſe, 
2659. that Baptiſm, Confirmation aud Orders, cannot be repeated without 
F Sacriledge. | do alſo, receive N the received angy op+ 
proved Rites of the Catboliet Church inthe ſolemn adminiſtration 
of all the aforeſaid Sacraments, 1 ds receive and embrace all and 


ar 


. 


AE 


lar i * . foe | 
in the ks File Maſs there i offer d unto God 22 
proper, and r Sacrifice for the living and dead; and 
that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is verily, 
really and ſubitantially the Body and Blond, together with the 
Soul and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and that. there is 
made (therein) « change of the whole ſubſtance of the Bread-into 
his body, and of the whole ſubſtance of the Wine into his bloud; 
which change the Catholick, Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. { 
do alſo confeſi, that Chriſt whole and entire, and the true Sacra · 
ment is received in either kind alone. | do ſteadfaſtly hold, that 
there 'is. 4 Purgatory, and that the Souls detained therein are 
relieved by the Suffrages of the Faithful, Likewiſe alſo, that 
the Saints reigning together with Chriſt, are to be worſbipped and 
ed anto; and that they do offer up prayers unto God for us. 


. 
e 
2 4 
. 

6 
. - 


And that their Reliques are to be had in vemeration, 1 1 
3 


p Hr, that the Images of Chriſt, of the (Bi. 
- eb 7 God, and of other Saints, are to 4302 
and kept, and « due honbur and wveneration to be given unto thens. 
Alſo, that the power of Indulpentes was left by Ghrift unto his 
Charch ; and | affirm , that the uſe of them is very ſulutary 
( «nd beneficial) to Chriſtian people: 1 1 the hofy 
Gatholick and 1 Roman Church to be the Mosber aud 
Miſtreſs of «ll hes, And I promiſe. and ſwear true obe- 


dience tot 2 Rome, ſucceſſor to B. Peter, Prince of ile 
e Vic 


s, and the Vicar of Chriſl, I ds alſo undoubtedly receive 

| and profeſs all thingselſe, -which are delivered, defined and de- 
clered by the facred Ganons and general Councils, and eſpecially by 
the moſt holy Symd: of Trent. And I ds likewiſe condemn, . 
ject and anathematize all things that are contrary, and all Here- 
ſies whatſdever , which are condemned, rejected and anathems- 


rized by the Church. This true Catholick Faith, withoos which: 


no man dan be ſaved , which at this \pteſent' I de 
and trivly bold, by Gods help, I will wo ſes 
laſt brei th of my Ife, intirely and "ow ly hold ind 
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freely profeſs” 
antly ho the very. 
conf 


2 


Licet in- 
terdum I 
fidelibus 
ut pium & 
oonducibi- 
bile ad or- 


decorum 
admitta- 
tur. 

Is the Mar- 
gin ef that 
Article. 
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ſame, and takg cart, as witth an in met lies, that the ſame ſhall be 
held, taught and preacheil by all my Subjects, or all theſe under 
my care and charge, in reſpet# of my Funttiow: This I A. B. do 
promiſe, vow, and ſwear, So God be my help, and theſe his holy 
Goſpels. RS 

Rais che Creed of Pope Pius, according to the Council 
of Trent, Now betwixc theſe Articles and thoſe of the 
Church of Englend there is a vaſt difference, both 1. In the 
matter; and 2. In the fzpoſition ; and 3. In the end of 
them, + gd 

1. For the Matter of theſe Articles: Thoſe of the Church 
of England are not to be believed as Articles of Faith, no 
further than they can approve themſelves to be contained inthe 
holy Scriptures; for thus we are taught in the Sixth of theſe 
Arcicles. ' 

6& Holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, fo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby“, is not to be required of any man, that it 
e ſhould be bel ived as an Article of the Faith, or be thought 
« requifice or necefſary to ſalvation. But amongſt the Articles 
of Faith enjoyned by Pope Piur, ſome are quite beſide the 
Holy Scripture, ſome againſt it; ſome are mere ſpeculations of 


* the Schools, and others but probable, and matters of doubtful 


diſputation. For inſtance; (1) The multiplication of A. 
wvocates and Ghoſtly Patrons : (2). The Sacrifice of the eM: 
(3) The Adoration: of the Hoff: (4) The power of Indul- 

wees ; as they are maintained and praiſed in the Church of 
i Theſe are, at leaſt beſides the Holy Seripture, | 
(1) The Iavecation of Saints, and veneration of Images (as 
practiſed generally by the Common people, according to their 
Books.) 

(2) The publick Service of the Church in an an 
Tongue. The adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, ordinarily 
to the people, but in eve kind: And that the Church of Roave 
is the Mother and Miftreſs of all other Churches. Fheſe are 
againſt Seri pture. | 

| (3) Tranſub- 
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(3) Tranſubſtantiation (what | 
Real preſence, and the benefits which flow from it) with the 
unaccountable hypotheſes which depend upon it: And Pur- 
gatory, as it is blown up into Climerical flames by the School 
men z with the means and manner of deliverance out of it, 
are no better than Scholaſtical ſpeculations. And many of 
the reſt valued but as probabilities, or matters of doubtful diſ- 
putation. | 

2. For the impoſition of theſe reſpe&ive Articles the diffe- 
rence is vaſt. For thoſe of Pope Pius we have not Only, 
] receive, admit and embrace (this Faith;) not only, 1 do 
« affirm and aknowledge, conſtantly hold and moſt ſtedfaſtly 
c aſſert it: not only, I do with a ftedfaſt Faith believe and 
e profeſs it; but under the high and ſolemn obligation, I do 
* promiſe, vow, and ſwear, to hold, teach and preach the fame 
to the very laſt breath of my life, and to procnre all o- 
«thers under my charge to do the like, But to the Articles 
of Religion in the Church of Eagland ſubſcription is only 
required, without any obligation to teach, profeſs. or aſſert 


them, further than they are contained in the Holy Scripture, 


or may be proved thereby to be Articles of the Faith; or 
admitted for diſcipline and good order. And it is moreover 
to be ohſerved, That his Majeſty in his Declaration before 


theſe: Articles printed 1639, though he forbids the offering © 


violence to the liberal and Grammatical ſenſe of theſe Articles; 
yet he ſeems to allow a modeſt liberty (without contention) in 
putting the moſt favourable conſtruction upon them. The 
words are theſe, ** Though ſome differences have been ill 
e raiſed yet we take comfort in this, that all Clergy-men 
© within our Realm, have always moſt willingly ſubſcribed 
to the Articles eſtabliſhed ; which is an Argument to Us, that 
they all agree in the true literal meaning of the ſaid Arti- 
cler: and that even in thoſe curious points, in which the 
preſent differences lie, Men of all ſorts take the Articles 
* of the Church af England to be for them; which is an 
Argument, that none of them intend any deſertion * 
B 2 Arti- 


dever it ſignifies more than d 
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«Articles eſtabliſhed. Where we ſee his Majeſty took notice, 
that men of all ſorts took theſe Articles to be for them; and 
he declares, that he took comfort therein. Which argues, that 
the impoſition was not ſtrict and rigid as to the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Articles. And though in the Synod 1640. Can. 6. 
an Oath was enjoyned; yet it was with as much modeſty and 
rendernefs, as any ſober and peaceable Subject can deſire: for 
thus it runs, I A. B. do ſwear, that | do approve the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, or Government in the Church of England, 4. 
containing all things neceſſary to ſalvation. Where two things 
are very obſervable, (1) The aſſertion is only this, That J 
do approve the Doctrine, &c. the (2) Only as containing all 
things neceſſary to ſalvation ; for which we are referred to the 
authority of the Holy Scripture by the Sixth Article, as was 
obſerved before. 

3. As to the end of theſe reſpective Articles; Thofe of 
Pope Pius are declared to be neceſſary to ſalvation , not only 
Neceffitate præcepti, ſed eMedii ; neceſſary as well upon the 
account of a Means as of a Precept: for the Pope declares, 
Hanc (eſſe) veram Catholicam fidem , Extra quam nemo ſalvus 
effe poteff, ** That this is' the true Catholick Faith, without 
& which no man can be ſaved. But the Articles of the Church 
of England generally are intended for a decorum and order 
matters of neceſſary Faith being herein reſtrained to the 
Holy Scriptures) to keep out diſputes and vain jangling, and 
to preſerve peace and concord in her Communion. Thus much 
is intimated in the very Title prefix*d to thoſe Articles; but 
much more clearly in his Majeſties Declaration before men- 
tioned, where he ſaith, We hold it moſt agreeable to our 
Hingly Office and our own Religious Zeal, to conſerve and 
©< maintain the Church committed to our charge in the unity 
of the true Religion, and in the bond of peace, and not 
*© to ſuffer unneceſſary Diſputations, Alterations, or Queſtions 
to be raiſed, which may nouriſh Faction both in the Church 
« and Commonwealth, We have therefore —_ fie to 
* make this Declaration, That the Articles, &c, do contain 
X the 


* * R 
* 8 7 9 4 5 . ls l ELIOT : 8 
2 Sr e. —— wy 7 RISE. » Sn, * r R n = . 5 
4 A , S „ < ; 968 
3 4 * 2 * 
- 


4 by: 236 Lab * Sk 7 
1 2 E + hs RS 
4 8 N D Fol 


5 A 
„ 8 ESE Tos 
1 > 4 * < 


te the true Doctrine of the Church of England agreeable to 
Gods word; which we do therefore ratiſie and confirm, &c. 
But this is more clear in a Book ſet forth 1557. cal ed, Liber 
gquorundam Canonam Diſcipline Eecleſiæ Avglicanz SS. de Cancio- 
natoribus. Where it is ordered thus: lmprimis vero vide 
bunt, Ec. Let the Preachers take care, that they teach no- 
ce thing in their Sermons, which they would have the People 
hold and believe as a matter of Religion ; but what is con- 
„ ſonant to the Doctrine of the Old or Ne Teſtament, and 
© what the Catholick Fathers and Ancient Biſhops have ga- 
*thered out of the ſame, And becauſe thoſe Articles of 
5 Chriſtian Religion, which were agreed upon by the Bi- 
« ſhops, &c. are without doubt colleded out of the Sacred 
„Books of the Old and New Teſtament , and do in all things 
agree with the heavenly Doctrine contained therein: Alſo, 
ic becauſe the Book of Common Prayers, and the Book of the 4 
« Inauguration of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, hb 
do contain nothing that is contrary to that Doctrine; who» g 
© ſoever ſhall be ſent out to teach the People, ſhall confirm 
ce the authority and belief of thoſe Articles, as well by 
« their ſubſcription as in their Sermons. Qui ſecus fecerit & 
ei contraris doctrini Populum turbaverit , excommunicabitur ; 
« Whoſoever ſhall do otherwiſe, and diſturb the People with 
« any contrary Doctrine ſhall be excommunicated. Here indeed 
the Clergy are implicitly enjoyned to preach up the belief 
and authority of theſe Articles: But withal,(1)The belief and 
authority of them is required, not as grounded. upon the 
Declaration and Sanfion of the Eccleſiaſtical Governours 
(though a hearty ſubmiſſion and obedience is due thereto in 
matters of Religion, Diſcipline, and Order, upon the account 
of a Divine precept, ) but upon their Congruty with the 
Holy Scriptares , according to the ſenſe of % ncient Fa- 


thers. (2) That ſuch as tranſgreſs theſe Articles are puniſh'd 
(for want of good manners.) as diſturbers of the publick. . 
Peace, 


| Wherefore: 


Wherefore, though the Author of the Guide in Controver- 

- -* Diſc, 3. //65 , hath made ir his buſineſs to ſtrain every Sentence, Phraſe, 

ap. 7 and word in the Canons as well as the Articles of the Church 
of England, to make thoſe Articles ſeem to run parallel in the 
Charge of a ne lmpoſit ion of Faith, with thoſe in the Creed 
of Pope Pius the Fourth aforementioned ; yet, by what hath 
been obſerved, it is evident, that the Articles of the Church 
of England were not intended (as thoſe of that Pope clearly 
were) for an Addition to the Faith declared by the Fatkers 
at Nice, which (with all Chriſtian Churches ) we profeſs as 
Gatholicks 3 but for information to direct our publick diſ- 
courſes general:y as occaſion ſerves, in matters of Religion, as 
we are united ig the Communion of the particular Church of 
England, alter a deliberate and ſober Reformation ; which to 
attempt and perſorm, as far as in them lies, no doubt all Bi- 
ſhops are as well obliged in duty by Chriſt's Command, [4poc. 

+ Eviſco- 2 & C.] as preſcribed to do it orde iy, by the 34. of the 

, f 
pos ann Apoſt les Canons +. \ 
— dot oportet eum, qui in eis eſt primus, & exiſtimare eum ut caput: & nihil facere magni 


momenti, præter illius ſententiam : illa autem ſola facere unumquemque quæ ad ſuam parceciam 
pertinent, & pagos qui ei ſubſunt. | 


% 


„ Io leave this long, though not unneceſſary digreſſion; This 
Infallihility (in the latitude the Romas party pleads for) is 
ſo very improbable , that Mr, Creſſey (in his Neopaytiſa) was 
nat able eo ſwallow it till he had ſhrunk it up into an In- 
arfeFibility 5; wherein we can heartily cloſe with him. And 
forall that great priviledge, which make ſo much noiſe in the 
world, I do very well obſerve, that in many caſes they are 
glad to reſt ſatisfied with a probable Conſcience. And in ſpight 
of that Inſallibility, They muit ſtand to the courteſie or ha- 
zard of aprobable Opinion, to ſecure themſelves (according to 
their prad ice) from the peril of Idolatry. And this is ac- 
knowledped: by the Jcſuite Ant. Teri{, our Countryman, in 
Edit. Leo- his Tradate de Conſcientia Probabili: His words are theſe; 
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«ers and the Rrianeſs of we Law of Nature, than that the 


t worſhip due to God be not beſtawed upon a Creature; 
« and yet it is law ſul many times, out of a probable Opinion 
only, to beſtow Divine worſhip upon the Euchariſt , and 
eto adore God when he is but probably latent there. For 
„there is no true certainty ; but only a Probability, that this 
« numerical Hoſt is rightly conſecrated. Firſt, It is not 
“ certain that he who did conſecrate was a Prieff, both be- 
« cauſe it is not certain that he was baptized, as alſo, becauſe 
it is not certain that he was (:awfully or) validly Qrdained 


'« by a true Biſhop, having an intention requiſite to that ef- 


& fect, & c. Secondly, It is nor certain that be did pronounce - 
te the words of Conſecration. If he did duly pronounce 
«them, yet Thirdly, perhaps he had not a due intention. 
« If all theſe things were (obſerved) as they ſhould be, It is 
© not certain, in the Fourth place, that a due matter was made 
«uſeof ; for the Bread might not be made of Wheat. Fifth» 
ly, Although all theſe things proceeded well and rightly ; 
« yet it is not indubitable, that the Officer to whom the 
«cuſtody of the venerable Sacrament belongs, did not ex - 
« poſe an Hoſt that was not conſecrated, inſtead of one that 
« was (truly conſecrated) to be adored, All theſe are ge- 
de neral-, to which we may add the malice of mans heart, 
« which is too vigorous in ſome perſons. Upon theſe heads- 
« ( ſaith he) we have known wany Cheats too frequently. 
« praiſed in this mat ter; and they know it much better, who- 
are employed as Judges upon the Tribunal A the Sacred 
« [nquifition, Thus far Father Terill. 
Now, if they of the Church of Rowe have no certainty 
in their Sacraments, no certainty in their Sacrifice of the A,. 


tar, no certainty in their Prieſthood, no certainty, but they 


may commit Idolatry every day; if they cannot be certain, 
but the malice of their Prieſts may fruſtrate all the ſacred Or- 
dinances of God to them, and make them abſolutely gull , 
though they be never ſo worthily diſpoſed to receive the bene-- 
fie of them: (And this is the Dodrine and Belief commonly 
Mans « 
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maintained inthe Church of Reme.) They mould rather bluſh 


at ſuch an Iufallibility, than boaſt of any great advantage to 
be reaped from ir, For grant further, that that Infallibility 
were fuch as they would have it, yet they can have no ſecu- 


ruy ig it for ſaivation. Tis ſuch as a man may carry into 
Hel with him (if it proves not a means to lead him thither,) 


here ( for-ought I know) the Devils have it as much as 
he. And Tregory the Seventh was of the ſame mind; Nam, 
et Jacobus frater Domini teſtatur, fides fine eperibus mortua 
© ft, qualem & Demones habere fatetur; Non Ergo minks 
** eſt reſiſtendum pertinacibus authenticarum inſtitutionum im- 


- Ge 3 quam Sicre fidei violatoribus, cum & Dans- 


** nibus aſſimilentur quicunque inſtitutionem SS. Patrum in 
« fide tantum, & non etiam in converſatione pro viribus aſſe- 
«© Fatur ? For as James, the Brother of our Lord, doth te- 
«otifie, Faith without Works is dead, which kind of Faith he 
e doth acknowledge to be in the Devils. We ought there- 
fore no leſs to refiſt ſuch as areobſtinate impugners of Au- 
c thentick Inſtitutions (vis. of Piety) than ſuch as do vio- 
* Jare the Sacred Faith, ſeeing they that do earneſtly follow 
e the inſtruciion of the Holy Fathers in (matter of) Faith 
© only, and not in (a holy) converſation are like unto the 
« Devilt. For this Infallibility is reſtrained to matters of 
Faith, and that Faith is but hiſtorical (as they call it) and 
not ſufficient to ſalvation. - * To the Eſſence of a Church, 
right DoGrines in Practicals are as neceſſary as in Specula- 
© tives, if mortal Sin excludes from ſalvation , as well as 
* an erroneous Faith 1; as the Author of the Guide in Contro- 
verfies does acknowledge. And this is the Doctrine of the 


Council of Trent, Seſſ. 6.-de Juſtiſicatione: Si guis diæerit, 


« ſolã fificari, ita ut intelligat mibil alcud requiri quad ad 
. ike ow gratiam — cooperetur , & a ex 
parte meceſſe eſſe eum ſue voluntatis motu præparari .atque 
6e diſponi,, Anathema fit , Can.g. If any man-ſhall ſay, that 
« Faich alone does Juſtifie , ſo that nothing elſe is required 
« co cooperate towards the attainment of the Grace of Juſti- 

e fication, 
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little after, God bath 


44 
| If any man ſhall ſay, „ command- 
0 8 + Goſpel, but Faith; that all other matcers are 
& indifferent, neither commanded nor forbidden, but left 
"*free: or _ the Ten Commandements do not Soon 
4 ; let him be accurſed. Et Uns. 2 1. Si % 
| 1 Jeſom a Des bominibus | dere foie 5 
ec Redemptorem, cui „ ven etiam ot rem, cui 
eee; Anathems fi ＋ that is, If any pa. off char 
« Chriſt Jeſus 3 unto man of God, as à Redeemer 
« in —— they ſhould truſt, and not alſo as a Lawgiver, . : 
whom they ſhould obeys let him be accurſed,.. (Which 
— we * readily 1 5 which 8 15. 
ond exception, that the Iufallibi ity pretend y 
— of . 0 to be relied on as. — * 
ſal vation. ** The chiefly comprehending Specula- 
tives, there muſt be a great body of Articles alfoof ne- 


«« cefſary Fai:h refating to PraGicals; as R. H. maintains c. : 83. 
in is Diſcourſe of the. Nere/iry of Cure Guides, But p 4 


doch this Infallibility extend to all matters of Ptadical 
belief, as well as Speculative? Ves, faith N. H. Ci bath 


teſt an lnfalible Guide for Manners & well as Faith 1 and a tide: 196 


by the ſame Charch Aut ho- 
ri to preſeree- bis Church in erarh , and to refirain it from 


for; giving us equal . 


Commiſſion to reach the gn. 
to corred? be Vine. Ad that fiace theiv De@rint diret?s 
our Manners, at will ae Faith}, yhetr 1 v 
2 for things I Prattice, arof Speculation. if there 
be ſuen an 'tnfallibilicy in 'the Guides of che Chaurth, _ 
iy © feſevence to points of) Faith, but to Bofrines. of 


dee ai. What maar che whit cui of the Sheep I 
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in mine cars, anil this lowing 'of the Oxen, which | bear # 
Of the degeneracy of the Church in his time VJ. Bede writes 
thus: Videt quiſque now fine lachrymit, &. | Every one 
cc ſees not without tears, into bat a weak and infirm con- 
cc dition the ſtate of the Church does daily dwindle, And 
St. Bernard, in his time; “ Hodte ſerpit patide tales, & t. 
* Now-a-days an inſedtious and ſpreading Conſumption 
c hath ſeized the body of the Church, which the further 
« it is dilated the more deſperate it grows; and it is ſo 
© much the more dangerous, by how much the more in- 
ci ward. And after him the Cardinal, Petras de Alites, in 
a publick Sermon at the Council of Conflans. Masi 
« eſſe, ſaith he, &c. Tis apparent, that the Church hath. 
of a long time been in ſeveral reſpects deformed, and 
<* not only hath (in time paſt) but doth now extreamly 
© want a reformation as well in, Faith as Manners. The 
like complaints are made in theſe our days; not againſt 
the corrupt Manners of wicked men only, but againſt the 
New Extravagant and perniciow Dodtrines, which do 
lead to, and incourage ſuch ill Manners : witneſs what 
was lately written by Macariss Hevermans Canon of the 
Church of St, Michael, Ordinis premonſtratenſis, in his 
Tyroecinium Chriſtiane Moralis Theologie f. Where, in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Abbot , writing of the (unhap- 
pily) fertile Age into which we are fallen; he ſaith thus, 
« Suet Theologias Morales non edidit, cc,” How many Sy- 
* ſtems of Moral Divinity hath this Age brought forth, 
« which are as fo many whimſical fiftions and opinions of 
c Divines, grounded upon-philoſophical Arg 3, ſwel- 
ring with curious and exquiſite probabjlities , and big 
& with humane inventions. And in his Preface to the Rea- 
der he complains of the Arrogance of theſe new DoQors, 
in preferring their own Sentiments before the Doctrine of 
the Ancient Fathers, Councils, and Holy Scriptures: 
Hic vixullam, faith he, &c. Whence it comes to pai; 
that in their Writings you ſhall-ſcarce find auy place of 


- 


2 
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C15): 
Sacred Scripture, or the Ancient Councils, or Holy 
% Fathers alledged; but they weigh every thing in the 
© ballance of their own underſianding: And thus for Chri- 
„„ tian Divinity ( whoſe concluſions concerning God and 
ce his Attributes, &c. ought to be deduced from the un- 
werring and uncontrollable Dodrine of Gods word, and 
* from the moſt ſecure Decrees of the Holy Fathers) they 
« ſet up a Natural Theology or Philoſophy grounded up- 
on the Principles of Ariſtocle and his Followers, whoſe 
* Authority they alledge more frequently than that of 
* gr. Ambroſe, Jerome, Auſtin, or any other Holy Fa- 
«ther; not to ſay they do more value them: * de- 
«* voted are they to their own Inventions, that a plauſible 
« Reaſon of their own ſhall be preferr*d before the graveſt 
6: Sentiments and Maxims of the Holy Fathers. X 
Hereupon Caramuel breaks out into that ingenuous ac- 
knowledgment, I ſpend.not much time, or rather loſe 
« it not, in turning over the Writings of the Ancients. 
And gives us his reaſon elſewhere , Becauſe , ſaith he, as to 
% Manners the Opinions of the Moderns are to be pre- 
„ ferr*d to thoſe of the Ancients. For as a late Writer 
« hath it [ im _nove libertati  explicatione ] the Modern 
“ Schoolmen had a greater infight into things, than the for- 
« mer. And have alſo thought fit to reject wharſoever 
* they approved or looked upon as not improbable : And 8 
61 ( faith he) now, who ſees not at the firſt glance, that 
«thoſe exorbitant Tenents are ſo abhorring from the De- a 
& crees of Antiquity,: that they need no conſutation; but 
that barely to mention them is to confute them? S0 that, 
to ſpeak with St. Aaſtis, I think them fitter to be be- 
« wailed by Believers, than diſPured againſt by me. Their 
« clamours will ſooner be drewned by Prayers and 
« Tears, than by the noiſe of Arguments: And with- 
© ont doubt we ſhall do more advantage for ſuch per- 
* ſdns, if with our Prayers we endeavour their refor- | 
« mation, leſt they periſh with their great Wits, or 9 
899 8 C 2 *ruine | 
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ce tuine others with their damnable ref ON. More» 
ever, this (lighting. of the Holy Fathers is like to be. 


« very,gpernicious to the Church; for if their Authority 
©« be ſo diſeſteemed and undervalued in matter of Man- 
ners, and that by Rewen Catbolick Writers, who can 
blame the Hereticks for not valuing their Authority in 
«waiters of Faith? for why ſhould they be valued in 
© matters of Faith, more than in matters of Manners? Are 
not Manners to be direded by the Authority of Divine 
“Tradition, as well as Faith? Are not the Faithful as 
. * well Truſtees of the Tradition of Manners , as of Faith ? 
And a little after he exhorts his Reader thus: Pro para- 
5 doxo erg reputamnur, Oc. Wherefore let us account that 
of à late Writer for a were paradox. (vis. ) D Teta 
«© Theologia -Moralis eft nova] All Moral Divinity is whol- 
« ly New. För if it be New, then it was not delivered 
«by Chriſt, nor by his Apoſtles , nor by the Holy Fa- 
6 (hers: And conſequently, neither Chriſtian, nor Apo- 
te ſtolical, nor Orthodoxal ; and that which is more, nei- 
* ther is it true, nor genuine; but ſpurious and adul- 
© terate, and for. that reaſon not to be x. af, xo bur 
« condemned, not to be embraced , but baniſhed, not 
© to be alledged, but exploded. Tastum enim 4 veteri 
% fmplicitate , &c4. ( it follows 4 little afſtey) For we 
© have ſo: far. ſtarted from the Primitive ſimplicity and 
© Obedience, that there is ſcarce any Law but fs rendred 
« ufeleſs by the gloſſes of the Schoolmen, as it may ap- 
ce pear, if we pleaſe to trace them in ſome particular 
« Laws: Of what great efficacy (I pray) will that Ec- 
* clefiaſtical Law be, concerning Anniverſary Confeſſion 
e and Communion, if it way be ſatisfied by a bare ex- 
eternal, though ſacrilegious Communion and Conſeſ- 
* ſion? Neverthelefs, that aman may ſatisfie-chat Precept 
i by ſuch a ſacrilegious Communion, many Schoolmen, 
« Ye facto, do ſtill teach. Again, of what force js that 
« Law about hearing the Sacred Offices on the 2 
| day, 
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ws Arn noh) ns if that Serge wa bet 
4 aeg only by an extern f the. 2 5 
5 during the whole tiwe of be: 8208 ce a.m 
4e (vikre his mind. voluntarily io wander and be. 12 
c Hed, 28d taken up with ippure and filthy . Cogita tions? 
% And vet many Schoolmen teach this Dodrine. The 
Law for the obſervati)n of Faſting, how unproſitable 
« it is rendred, is very notably. fer forth by Marebantius 
in the Complaint of (his perſonated ) St. Fejuminm v. Nuri. 
<« The like may be ſbewed in other Inſtances,. 11. far 72 ; 
Havermanz, By all which we ſee the fruits of this great — 
priviledge of lufallibi ity io the Church of Name; vl. ti. 4 
by their own Confeſſion they have entertain'd a new Mo- 14 
ral+ (and not the Primitive) for matters of Praftice ; and xe Mons L 
in our obſervation, they have done the like in matters of e: . » Þ 
Faith . and Speculat ian. And when: we find ſo great a . 2 
variation, we muſt needs conclude, That either the wh Wen 
Ancient Church was not then; or elle, That the preſent Gecbim's_ | 
Church (which differs ſo much from it) is not wow Iofal- them. 
lible. / Latind co- 
And now the Queſtion may be put, Which particular 2 
Church is in the more ſaſe condition? lu the Church 
of England we have The TY 2 Lerd Fe Ag rift, 
as St. James calls it. (James 2. l. J, we have St; Peters 
%% 4 da (1 Peter 3. 15. N., his Rationale. of the | 
Chriſtian hope. We have St. Pants De um, 1 Tim, 6. 
20, and form of ſound words, 2 Tim. e And ' it is 3 'A 
undoubtedly St. Fades Faith. we. contend for, which, as id elt 83 
Bezs very well notes upon the place, Nas auge, ind at creditum 
anc e) ſo delivered: to the Saints, that it ought never to be eſt, non 
changed. That Faith which the Fathers of the Cobocil 225 05 
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FLud.Bail. 
Sum. Con- 


il. Tom. 1 


S , 
| profeſſed we do very heartily embrac 
this Faith whole and awdefiled. But from receivirg any 
other, we are deterred by the Sentence of the Synod of 


Epbeſus forement ioned; Oui aliam fidem  andens' com» 


of Mer e3 de keep 


„ pomere, & Whoſoever ſhall dare to compale, alledge 
© or introduce any other Faith, if he be a Biſhap or Cler- 
« oy-man, he ſhall be degraded; if a Lay- wan, excommu- 
«cated. If the Faith thus delivered were ſuffieient for 
their ſalvation (is genere fidei) why not for ours? And 
herein, without all doubt, we are no leſs lafallille than 
the Church of Remwe. And to the Ancient Fathers in the 
moſt Sacred Councils, this was their + Shield againſt all 
Hereſies, Quo ſolo, &c, Through whoſe attractive power 


In decreto alone they havg , in times paſt, - drawn unbelievers to 


deSymbo- 
10. Seſſ. 3. 


u. pa. 5 22. 


*% 


Lud. Ball. 
ubi pra. 


the Faith, refifted and rooted owt Hereticks , and cenfirmd 
the Faithful ;, as the Fathers of the Council of Trent do ac- 
knowledge, If there be any other points of Faith need- 
ful to ſalvation, our ignorance thereof ( after a long and 
diligent ſearch) is both involuntary andiavincible, and that 
will totally excuſe us, 

For that ſaperfeiation of Articles by Pope Pius the 
Fourth, we were never Baptized into them, nor can we 
anſwerfor them. The truth is, the Faith of the Church 
of England the Romaniſts can never juſtly reprehend, being 
more pure, more Primitive, and more Catholick than their 
own, and was profeſſed intirely by all Chriſtian Churches 
before ſome Articles of the preſent Church of Rowe were 
ever known to have had a being. And for part of this we 
have a pregnant acknowledgment in the Council of Trent, 
where they ſet down this Sywbolum fidet totidem werbis, 
quibus in omnibus Ecclefits legitur ; In the ſame words in 
which it is read in all Churches: And this they ſet down 
as that principle, wherein all that do profeff the Faith of 
Chriſt do neceſſarily agree; (and) 4s that firm and only foun- 
dation, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall never be able to 


evail, 
* This 
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du:, it ſeems, it was 2 foundation too narrow to bear up 
the 725 ſuperſtrudures of Huy and Stabile: but yet 

he an; foundation (as they confeſs, ) and ſo firm 
that "be gates of Hel! ſha]! never prevail. againſt it; we 
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do ſtedfaltly reſt upon it, building our ſetves 1 as St. Epiſt 92 | 


Jude directs us, in expettation of the mercy of our 

Teſs Chriſt 1% Eternal life.” Towards the accompliſhment. 
whereof our Charity is ſo much more Gatholick than theirs, 
that (with ſome craft and ſophiſtry, though with little: 
reaſon) they take an Argument from thence to delude 
the weak, and make e Proſetptes to their par- 


For our Agenda, or matters of pradice, we have + Li- 
turgy that is full, ſolemn and intdlligible, we — 
Sacraments and Saeramentals that are generally. wee, 
or of any efficacy to ſalvation, And ( beſides all 
Offices ) for private devotion and uſe, we have oftitu- 
tions, and forms of ' Chriftian' piety, no part of the Obri- 
ſtian Church better. Our Priefthord and Governwent'you: 
cannot, wieh any truth or reaſon , deny to be ali; 
and if our Diſipline be in ſome inſtances collapſed from 
the ſeverity which it obtained in the practice of the Au- 
cients, that of the Charch' of Nome is ſo likewiſe. And 
if we refle& upon the many diſadvantages and 
which are in Their Communion, will warrant the ſe 
curity in ours to be far the greater. Amongſt the dif- 
advantages on that ſide , I reckon their helf Sacraments 


_ againſt the expreſs letter of our Saviours Inſticution® ; * Mar. 26: 


and their Service" in an anknows Tongue, contrary to the 5 
expreſs diſcourſe of the Apoſtle ſt the perils, 5475 


muſt account (i) That of 
Hef. (2) The weneration of "Images: (3) And the i- 
uscatiam of Saints. Secondly, Such as ariſe from the 
abuſer in the matter of Confeſſion and Penances, of ld 


uy and Diſpenfſation, with many delufions under * 
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of Revelations Thirdly, Such 28 ariſe from: ſeveral"of 
their Doctriacs, vis. That the Sacrament does 'conferr 


"Grace [ex opere operata} | from the Act performed ,\ with- 


dig, 


An. Dom. 
1059, 


out any worthy or moral diſpoſit ion in the Receiver. 
That Attrition, for fear of Hell, is ſufficient, without 
Charity, to obtain Grace and pardon in the Sacrament of 
Penance. That in a cafe of Conſcience, I may follow a 
probable opinion, which is more benign and gentle, and 
rejeft that which is more ſaſe, if it be hore ſevere and 
rigid; | That a man is not obliged to decline and avoid, 
FProximam_occaffonem peccandi, the immediate danger of 
ſinning. though he has bad ſad experience of his own frailty 
and recidivation: That the precept of Repentance does 
not bind preſes:ly ,. but only in the time af, fickweſs, or at 
the point of death. Theſe' Doarines are taught and pra- 
without any the leaſt check of his Infa/lible H. 
lintſi, 5 1 
Nor is the danger ſmall, which ariſeth from the per- 
ſwaſion of their lafallibility. For from thence proceeds a 
belief, that whatſoever they take upon them to ine 
is as true as Goſpel: And what ſad work this hath made 
in the Church of God we may obſerve from that Gogle in- 
ſtance about the Sacrament, In a Council at Rome, under 
Nichols the Second, arizs was enjoyned a form of 
Recaxt ation , wherem he profeſſed and ſwore, 'Tbet t 
Bread and Wine , which are ſet pes the Altar , after Con- 
ſeers tion, are not only a Sacrament, but alſo the true 


«nd Blzed of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And (that the ſaid 


 dewtibus ares i.e. fenſutily herd by the Priefs, broken 


De con- 
fecr.dift. 2. 
042. ego 
Jereng. 


Body ) is not in Secrawent only, but in rab (N. B) Sen: 
fraliter manibus . Sacerditans' tractari, frangi &- 


and torm iy the teeth of the Faiahful, Expreſſions fo groſs 
to unfold an inexplicable myſtery, that the Author of the 
Ghſs upon Gratis gives his Reader this ſober waroing of 


them, Hac werbs' wifi” eilig, in majerem incides 
<y 
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might add ſome Neffe ions upon thoſe ' horrid Mart 
Treeſoi , and Rebellions, which have been encouraged 
and carried on out of a belief of the Popes Supremacy 
and Power over Princes, at leaſt iv ordine ad Spiritnalla, 
in order to Church matters; which muſt needs make a 
great flaw in their Allegiance, What think you of the 
Popes Nnzcio at the head of the Ii Army, l 
Sir, if you will give your ſelf the freedom impartially 
to confider the Anſwers that are made by the Rowiſb 
Writers, to excuſe what is charged upon them for theſe, 
and ſome other looſe Dodrines and practices, you will 
find it no Fable, That their defences dwindle into mere 
evaſions. 1 ſhall now conclude your trouble and my 
own with a few Animadverſions upon the whole mat- 


ter. 3 

Firſt, That (how hot ſoever your Zeal may grow for 
the Church of Rowe ) you might have done much better 
ſervice for the Church EC ethvlich, if you had continued in 
the Communion of that part of it which is eſtabliſhed in 
this Kingdom. mn. 51 

Jgecondly, To uſe the word of the * eee of 
[The Mes of Scbiſne, ] that for any to deſert the Church 
of Enpland' to communicate with that of Nome, is ſuch a 
frawick humor, as for a man to quit the nee appart- 
ent and exchange for" the moſt fle#riſh Rooms In the ſame 


Thirdly, That you have given a feandal to your Bre- 
& Church of Eg, contrary to that Caveat 


you will füff ib 


nen of 


ng him for whom C briſ died, Ram 14. 15. 
D | Fourthly, 


# 


and Admonition of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 32. And be ius ad 


that gives offence to his Brother, fins againſt God, whoſe locun. 
zuuu wort be ee, Row, 14. 20. He fins alſo agaiuſt 
Chrift, in deſtroy 


præſcri pt. 
Epiſt. 65. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, That 
from that Wet 


Hac ſunt initia Heareticorum,: c. By theſe means He- 
v reticks are hatched, and the endeavonrs of ill: minded 
*« Schiſumticks promoted; who, that they may gratifie 
* their humorſome u hyuiſies, do ſupercilionſly contemn 
him that is ſet over them: thus men depart from the 
e Church, and ſer up a prophane Altar (that is a Canven- 
{© ucle) without (the Communion of it): Thus ehey make 
* ar jupon the Neace leſs by Chriſt, and rebel againſt 
c Unity and the Ordinance of God. And Fpif, 69. ad 


FHloremium Napianum, writing in reference to himſelf, he 


25 
faith thus: “Inde Schiſmats & Hereſes aborte ſunt G- 
it oriunturz ic. Hence Hereſies and Schifwes have their riſe; 
„ whengs.che Biſhop, who. is but one, and preſides over the 
Church, is moſt preſumpeuoully contemned, ; and the man 
ic dignified-with a vacation from God,. is thaught unwor- 
thy thereof hy men. That ,St,;Gyprics writes thus , not 
in reference to the Biſhop of Rome, but to himſelf and o- 
ther Biſhaps of partinalar Churches, is evineed hy Gaular- 


Na rin his Aunotations, 4 Fp, 55: 4. 27; againſt Fa- 
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decree's L E r Laer he 
* Ancien cuſtomes and privitedges be preſerved, Thar the 
% Biſbop:of  Arxeniris may' have the J uriſdiſtion and 
* -poutr, of. tem wh are in ER, . Lybie and Pex: 
** taper; for fo the Bifbop of Name hath- cuſtomarily had 
6 3 Provines ) Eikewiſe alſo in Auioahia and 
Larcher Provinces, let their Priviledges be preſerved (in- 
*violable) to their (reſpedive) Churches. 15 Fpitome 
of which Cauos runs thus: Saper: Eg ppi, Lybianm, G 
& Pemtapolim,, Alexandrinns Epiſtopes pot ſtatem babeer, 
: * & Ronnanns' ſuper Rome ſulalitos. Item Antiachens alit- 


_ + With: grear revfon therefars did the! Council of Ae 


= 


© que faper ſuas: i.e, Let the Biſhop of Alemamdris have V. Pad. 
* Authority over Egypt , Lybie, and Pentapolis , and the 2 Guil. Be 


„ Biſhop of Rome over the Subjects of Kowe.. In like 
«manner the. Biſhop of antisab, and (all) other Biſhops 
«© 0ver thew Subjefls (in their reſpecłi ve Provinces.) And 


«© erjercharom, cc Every Patriaveh ought to be content 
« with his own priviledges, and not ro uſurp upon any 
„ other Province which was not heretofore, and fromthe 


„beginning, under. his power and Jueiſdiftion-; for this 


„is the pride of an (unjuſt) ſecular Dominion. And. in 
the Second General Council held au Conſtantinople, Can. 2. 
it is decreed thus: The Biſbop ſhall not paſs the bounds 
oi theiv.own Dioceſſes, nor confound (the priviledges of?) 
© the Churches, but govern themſelves according to the 
% Canons : And if we obſerve the Canon preſcribed 
© concerning Dioceſfes, it is clear that each Proviace ſhall 
& be governed by the particular Synod. of the ſame Pro- 
vince, as it js decreed by the Council of Mice. And 
Leo the Great had fo great a veneration and zeal for the 
Authority and hononr of that Synod, that in an Epiſtle to 
Anatolivs Biſhop of Conſtantinople, blaming him highly 


amongſt other mifearriages, for invading the * 
D 2 0 


verege E- 
dit. in 1. 
Concil. 
Nice. Cã. S. 


Mex, Ariflenns bath this Gloſs upon it, Unumquemgue Pa- this. 


p A | 1 ; 7 ö he w rites this M4 
*1. grieve not a little, that you are fallen into ſo great an 

„Error as to attempt the violation of the moſt ſacred 

«Conſtitutions of the Canons of Nice. vis. In attempt. 

ing to invade, aſter Alenandris and Autiach, the dig- 

te nities and priviledges of all other eMetropelizans: And 

blaming. him for endeavouring to wheadle the moſt Chri- 

ſtian Emperaur, and the holy Symed (called by his Autho- 

rity , for the extinguiſhing of Hereſie and the Confirmation 

of the Catholick Faith) to ferve his ambitious defigns,. 

ke tells bim, That the Synod of Nice, conſiſt ing of 
into three hundred and eighteen Biſhops, was ſo Sacred, and 
divinitds ** conſecrated * with ſo great a priviledge from God, that 
privilegio * whatſoever was done by any of their Councils, be they 
Conſent” 4c never ſo numerous, who aſſembled in them, it ſhould 
Leo Mag: be utterly: void and of no Autbority,. if it were dif 
xy 44 f 6 fering from what was Ordained by thoſe Holy Fathers +; 
ra Pan, And in his Epiſtle to Martlenus the Emperour, blaming. 
1623- the Ambition of Anatolins, as aforeſaid, he condenns 
TQuicquid him for this reaſon; „ Privilegis. enim Eccleſierum, &c. 
ſuerit Con- (For the priviledges of the Churches being eſtabliſhed 
{iurione „ by the Canons of the Holy Fathers, and fixed by the 
Let he Decrees. of the venerable Synod of Nice, are not to be 
Pope of changed or ſhaken by any wicked attempts of Novelty ; 
nder I" © but to be preſerved javiolable:- In which buſineſs, with 
theſe 6 Chriſts help, it is neceſſary that I exert my utmoſt 
weighty . * endeavours as one inſtructed with a Diſpenſat ion. And 
his great it would become my guilt, if the Sacred Conſtitutions 
Predeceſ- of the Fathers eſtabliſhed by the Holy Ghoſt in the 
ſors. «® Synod of Nice, ſor the Government of the whole Church 
A ada. of God, ſhould through wy negle& or connivence[ſ(which 
reads it, * God forbid): be violated or infringed, and the gratifying 


ob, on ha of one Brothers bumor ſhould be of more concern to. 
bit) con- | 
nivente : a 


and ſo applies it to the Emperour. In Sum. Concil. Tom. 1. m. p. 141. B.. 


me 


Lo 


And in an Epiſtle to Juvena Biſhop of Jereſulews, and 


lence, Nevertheleſs, as the Learned Bewerege hath ob- Ng 
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ei ne than the commdn benefit of the whole Church of God... 


the -reſt of the Biſhops aſſembled in the holy Synod of 
Ghalcedon., he writes thus concerning the keeping of the 
Ordinances of the holy Fathers, which are fixed-by invio- 
lable Decrees- in the Synod of Nice: © [ adviſe, That the 
* rights of the Church may remain as they were ordained by 
* thoſe three hundred and eighteen Fathers, 'divinely inſpi- 
red. Let not wicked Ambition covet anothers Right, 
& nor let any man ſeek to augment himſelf by the leſſening 
& of another, For by what aſſentat ions ſoever a vain ela- 
te tion may arm it ſelf, and think to ſrengthen-its iuordi- 
nate deſires by the name of Councils, whatſoever ſhall be 
diſagreeable to the Canons of the ſoreſaid Fathers ſhall 


„be void and of no validity, Thus Leo the Great. 


And if there were any ſuch thing as Infallibility or Autho- 
rity , either in this Pope Les the Great, or in that firſt - 
General, and woſt ſacred Council of Nice, that Canon of 
theirs concerning the juriſdiction and Priviledges of the 
Churches, is of full. force, and ought to be obſerved in- 
violably at this day. 

Now to apply this to our own caſe. Tt is evident out of 
ſeveral Records, That the Britannict Church was ever „See Beh 
«vrexipar@>, and Independent, ſubject to no foreigw Biſhop, Hiſtor. 
but under her own: Metropolitan, baving ber Primacy and pennt 
Headſhip, with all. priviledges Eccleſiaſtical , within her che drit- 


ſelf for fix-hundred years after Chriſt, till Auſtia the Monk, wich ch. 


tranſgreſſing that Canon of Mie, did by forte of Arms ſubs I. Lond. 


due and captivate her to the See of Rowe, The Popes pon 


Uſurpation began here in blood, with the ſlaughter of Mileſon 
Twelve hundred innocent and holy Monks, at Bangor; and 1661. 


all attemptssto reinforce t hat Uſurpation, are carried on 


methods of the like nature, i. e. praQticesof fraud and vio- pints 


ſerved, the unjuſt violation of that Canon,, cannot preja- Concil. 


. Nice. : 
dice } 2.9. 


dice the high and perpetual Authority of it, Wherefore 
thouph- the Biſhop of Rome, ever ſince he ſent the afor 
faid Aeftin hither , hath exerciſed the chief Authority 
in this Nation; yet at laſt having ſhaken of his Fyrannical 
voak, our Church (through Gods bleſſing) doth moſt de- 
ſervedly enjoy her Ancient priviledges, by that moſt worthy 
Ordinance and Canon, preſcribed by the Univerſal Church, 
in this matter, 2 

It is mani feſt then, that the Biſhop of Rome can afford you 
no good Sanctuary againſt the Authority of that Biſhop 
and Metropolitan, wkoſe Communion you have forſaken. 
What therefore St. Hierome ſaich againſt 7aba of Feraſalem, 
I may fitly apply to the Pope of Reme, Tu qui regulas 
queris Ecclefiaſticas, & Niczni Conciiii Canonibus uteris, c. 
alienos Clericos & cum ſuis Epiſcopis commorantes tibi niteris 
uſurpare; Reſponde mihi, Ad Alexandrinum Epiſcopam Pu- 
jeſtinamquid pertinet. Thou who ſeekeſt for Ecclefialtical 
Canons, and uſeſt the Conſtitutions of the Councilof Nice, 
and notwithſtanding pretendeſt to uſurp the Government 
over the Clergy of other Biſhops, tell me, what hath the 
Biſhop of Rome to do with Great Britain? Sir, from what 
hath been ſuggeſted it is evident, that the Biſhop and 
Church of Rome have ſhamefully prevaricated both the 
Doctrine and Government of the Catholick Church, as it 
was declared and fix d by the moſt Ancient and ſacted Ge- 
neral Councils; The Doctrine, as well in matters of Faith 
as Manners; And the Gayernment by uſurpiog the JuriF- 
digionand priviledges of other Churches. 

And if (as you profeſs) you have not changed your 
Loyalty, 1 am very apt to believe, the wicked 
Plot now under. Examination (with many of the like 
nature) may be ſufficient to make you abher the Com- 
munion of that Church, whoſe Morals can hatch fuch 
Monſters , and whoſe Governours do make it their buſi- 
neſs co Lowbel their pliane Creatures into 8 

| reaſon 
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by the fond applauſe of 
of Red Lerzers, In ſhore, the ſandal hereof is ſo foul” 
it may very well become your ingenuity (and without 
-daubr it will tend much to your reputation and inward 
peace) to take your leave of ſuch Company, with good 
Sud Facobs iinprecation, Gen. 49. 6. O my Soul, come not 
tos into their ſecret: unto their a embly, my Honour , be 
wot thou united. - And this is the Advice, -which proceeds 
(though but from the common prudence, yet) from the 
higheſt Charity of, 


SIR 


Your moſt affettionate Friend, 
and faithful Servant, 


L. W. 


